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Agenda
• Reviewing Part C’s Transition Requirements

• Understanding the Transition Process

• Clarifying the roles of Part C and Part B, Section 
619
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Participants will understand how each stage of the transition process contributes to a timely and smooth transition for all children and families.
Participants will understand how each member of an IFSP team supports the family through each stage of the transition process.
Participants will gain strategies to promote the smoothest possible transition for all families.




Part C: 
Under 
three

Part B 
619: 

Three to 
five

Part B 
611: 

Five to 
22
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IDEA Part C in New Mexico
Eligibility

• Developmental Delay or Established Condition
• 25% Developmental Delay in one or more area of 

development based on the Infant Toddler 
Developmental Assessment (IDA)

• Diagnosis of a medical condition that presents a 
high likelihood of causing developmental delay

• Risk Factors
• Biological or medical condition that presents and 

elevated risk for developmental delay

• Environmental factor that presents an elevated risk 
for developmental delay

4Thursday, May 29, 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NMAC 8.9.8 defines “children potentially eligible for Part B 619” as children who are eligible in the FIRST two categories on this slide



Office of Special Education 
Programs (OSEP) Indicator 8 
As part of our State Performance Plan 
(SPP)/Annual Performance Report (APR), FIT 
must report its compliance on transition 
steps and supports, which, for Part C, is 
OSEP Indicator 8.
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OSEP Indicator 8A: Transition Plan
• Beginning at the initial Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP), we begin talking to 

the family about transition, even if the child is only two months old. 
• Then, on or before the child’s second birthday, we create a written plan for transition 

steps and supports. The plan includes discussing both special and general education 
options, plans for visiting programs, and coordination with the Lead Education 
Agency if the family is interested in a special education evaluation. 

• This plan is finalized at least 90 days but not more than nine months prior to the 
child’s third birthday.
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OSEP Indicator 8B: Notification to the Lead Education 
Agency (LEA)

• OSEP also requires Part C systems to notify the Local Education Agency and the State 
Education Agency about children who are turning three and are potentially eligible 
for Part B, Section 619 services. 

• State Level
 The Part C Coordinator sends a list of children to the Part B, Section 619 

Coordinator who are turning three in the coming months each quarter.
• Local Level

 Each EIS program sends a list of children to the LEA at a cadence spelled out in 
their MOU with the LEA.
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Head Start Collaboration Office Director and CYFD presented a training to Head Start grantees that included an overview of the CARA law,  updates on current practices for risk reduction and SUD treatment, and information on developing a CARA plan of care and on CARA care coordination.
 
With the support of ECECD, NM Head Start Association and with funding from the National Center on Early Childhood Health and Wellness, the Bernalillo County Health Council produced three videos in response to the Opioid and Substance Misuse Campaign. The videos were posted on the ECECD website, shared with the NM Head Start Association and all grantees in the state, and are available for all early childhood education programs so as,  to bring awareness to staff, families and the community on opioid overdose, on the importance of creating a safety plan, and on overcoming the stigma of addictions.




OSEP Indicator 8C: Transition Conference

• Part C is required to coordinate a Transition Conference no less than 90 days and no 
more than nine months prior to a child’s third birthday. 

• The purpose of the Transition Conference is to provide the family the opportunity to 
meet with the LEA, ask questions about evaluation, Part B 619 services, and the 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) process. 
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FIT Core Beliefs
Babies and toddlers learn best within the 
contexts of family and caregiver 
relationships.

A family’s expertise on their child is of 
equal importance to a practitioner’s 
expertise on child development.

With the right supports, all families can 
meet their child’s developmental needs. 

There is no such thing as a baby, there 
is a baby and someone.
—Donald Winnicott
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At Risk Categories

Requires IFSP Transition Plan

Explore Community Options

Requires close collaboration 
between family, Part C and 
community partners

Children NOT 
Potentially 
Eligible for 

Part B 
Services

Developmental Delay or 
Diagnosed Condition

Requires IFSP Transition Plan

Explore School Based AND 
Community Options

Requires close collaboration 
between family, Part C, Part 
B, and community partners

Children 
Potentially 
Eligible for 

Part B 
Services

ALL Children Transition
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Review bullet points

Community options include NM Pre-K, Head Start, library programs, playgroups, private daycare, and preschools.

Home visiting is a great resource that should be explored for all families. Families can receive Home Visiting at the same time as EI. Home visiting lasts until the age of 5 and provides a wonderful bridge for families as they exit EI services but still want individualized support with a focus on supporting the caregiver.



Transition Process for 
Potentially Eligible Children

• It is a highly interdependent process.

• Part C and Part B both have a role to play.

• The process breaks down if either 

party isn’t fulfilling their responsibilities.
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Even children who are not transitioning to Part B are entitled to transition planning.

The Transition Plan Part 1, 2, and 3 will still be completed for children not moving on to Part B. In this case, the team will help the family to explore other options for transition. 

Remember, our goal is to ensure that ALL children thrive and enter kindergarten with the skills they need. It is our responsibility to help families explore options that will accomplish this goal.

This is a scary process for families so we need to provide them just as much support as those families who will be moving to Part B

We are going to put a file in the chat that can be used to help plan for children who are not eligible for Part B





Transition Process for 
Non-Eligible Children

• Families should still receive support around the 
transition process.

• Transition planning on the IFSP will still occur.
• The team will support the family in exploring 

community options for transition.

12Thursday, May 29, 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
JENNIFER 

Even children who are not transitioning to Part B are entitled to transition planning.
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This is routine for you, but it is new and scary for the 
families you work with. 13
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Some of you may be parents of children who have participated in EI and gone through the transition process and can understand what it is like from the caregiver side of the table. Remembering the experience of the family helps us to stay focused on our main goal: promoting the smoothest transition possible for everyone involved. Given that, we would like to invite some of our partners at Parents Reaching Out to share a little bit about their transition experience and provide some insight into what it felt like as a parent.



Transition Plan Part 1

• The depth of this conversation will depend on the child’s age.

• Take cues from the family about how deep to dive.

• The Family Handbook is a helpful tool.
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For children coming in as babies, this will be a brief conversation that simply informs the family that services will end at three. A more involved conversation will be necessary for children closer to transition. 

We also want to pay attention to the cues from the family. If they seem overwhelmed with the initial IFSP process all on its own, this conversation can be minimal. 

Overall, we want families to know that children will leave FIT services at 3 and that we want them to spend the time between age 3 and 5 participating in activities and programs that will continue to support their development (and ensure they are kindergarten ready). (Is this phrasing that has been promoted/used in the past and is appropriate?)



























Transition Plan 
Part 2
• How will each transition 

option address caregiver 
concerns?

• How will each option 
support their child’s 
overall development?

• How can Part B support 
school readiness for 
potentially eligible 
children?

15Thursday, May 29, 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
KATIE

The plan already talks about what the FSCs role is, we need to provide information on the DSP role

Before the completion of Transition Plan Part 2, DSPs should talk with families about their potential plans following transition AND talk with the family after the completion of the Transition Plan to discuss:
How each potential transition option can address caregiver priorities
How each option may support their child’s development 
How Part B can support children who are potentially eligible (Kindergarten readiness?)

DSPs should also be prepared to collaborate with the team regarding the family’s priorities and plans at TTCMs




Talk Early and Often!

• This is not a decision that can be made in 
one meeting.

• The transition conversation needs to happen 
early and often, with all members of the 
team.

• Each member of the team helps the family 
process information in a different way.
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Transition planning is not an IFSP meeting; it is a process that involves both formal and informal conversations

Formal conversations happen during specific meetings but informal conversations should be happening frequently during home visits and monthly contacts. The frequency of these conversations will increase the older the child gets. These conversations could include the developmental skills that will be necessary for the child as he or she enters community settings, the intervention strategies that families can implement to prepare children for new routines such as attending school, and the expectations that parents should have for what is age expected as a child independently participates in more community settings as part of their natural environments.





• Complete the 
assessment 
promptly.

• Provide the 
information for the 
TAS form within the 
allotted timeframe.

• Ensure the 
information on the 
TAS form is accurate 
and thorough.

Transition Plan Part 2, Continued
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The DSPs play a critical role in ensuring the Transition Conference can occur on time to facilitate the implementation of the IEP by the third birthday

To ensure that the Transition Conference happens on time, DSPs must
Complete the assessment promptly
Provide the information for the TAS form within the allotted timeframe (must be sent at least 30 days before the transition conference)
Ensure the information on the TAS form is accurate and thorough- this will help Part B discuss the options that may be available for the child and family, plan for additional assessments that are needed AND more accurately determine an appropriate placement for the child





Completing the Transition Assessment Summary (TAS)

3rd BirthdayTransition 
Conference

TAS Form 
Submitted

Assessment 
Data Updated

AT LEAST 
90 DAYS

AT LEAST 
30 DAYS

Around 
30 DAYS

36 Months33 Months32 Months31 Months

18Thursday, May 29, 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
KATIE

To figure out when we have to complete all of these tasks, we need to work backward from the child’s 3rd birthday. 
The transition conference is due AT LEAST 90 days before the child’s third birthday, but you will always want to give yourself a little wiggle room in case something happens and you need to reschedule. 
The TAS is due 30 days before the transition conference, which means the assessment needs to be done before then. Make sure you know your timelines and have your evaluations scheduled early if you need to gather any parent information or do any direct observation! It’s a good idea to aim to get this done around 30 days before the TAS is due so that you have extra time in case there is an illness. You’ll also need to ensure the team has time to meet and compile their information.

Assessment information is defined by FIT as current if it is within 6 months of the transition conference.
In order for the information to be used by the LEA, current assessments are defined as assessments conducted no more than six months prior to the date of the meeting of the Part B Eligibility Determination Team (EDT) meeting. It is important that both Part C and Part B communicate and plan effectively in order to utilize Part C information to support Part B eligibility determination.
Timing is important- especially for summer birthdays



3rd Birthday:
April 14, 2025

Transition Conference Due: 
January 14, 2025

Scheduled: January 5, 2025

TAS Due:
December 6, 2024

TTCM to Update TAS:
 November 15, 2024

Home Visit to Gather Updated 
Information:

November 1, 2024

Preparing for 
Kaylyn’s Transition
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We know Kaylyn’s birthday is April 14th, from there, we can figure out the dates that everything else needs to happen.

The transition conference is due January 14, 2025. The FSC schedules it for January 5th so she has a little wiggle room. Normally she schedules it 3-4 weeks before it is due but schedules were busy due to the holiday season.

Since the transition conference is happening on January 5th, the TAS form is due on December 6th.

The team knows that late November is busy with Thanksgiving so they decide to schedule their TTCM to update the TAS on November 15. 

Given that, they schedule a visit on November 1 to gather updated information so that they have a little wiggle room in case someone gets sick and they need to reschedule. 



Expectations for the TAS
• The narrative should enable an unfamiliar adult to 

“paint a picture” of the child in their mind.
• The entire IFSP team should collaborate.
• Ensure that families understand the information on 

the form.
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Read the TAS as though you had never met the child. Can you understand what his strengths and needs are? Can you envision what kinds of supports you may suggest? 
Having a colleague who does not know the child read your report can be helpful. What are they still wondering about?
The entire IFSP team should work together on completing the TAS form-this will provide richer information than each provider filling out “their part”
You also need to ensure that the family understands all of the information

We are going to put a file in the chat that highlights the type of information the LEA needs from the TAS form. It provides examples of robust narratives that will allow the school to envision the child’s current strengths and needs AND help them decide which areas of development may require additional information.



Transition Plan Part 3
• Attend the Transition Conference 

to provide additional information 
about the child.

• Build caregiver confidence in 
explaining their child’s 
developmental status.

• Help families evaluate how Part B 
and other community transition 
options can support their child.
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DSPs play a critical role in ensuring that families can express their concerns
DSPs will help families understand the information in the TAS form
DSPs will help families understand and be able to explain their child’s developmental status and the supports that are necessary
DSPs will help families interpret the information they receive from Part B and other community transition options and determine how each setting can support the family’s priorities for their child

After the transition conference, parents may need support in understanding the information provided by the LEA and how the possible services and supports may be beneficial for their child.




Helping Families Digest
• How did the LEA information fit with what you 

expected to hear?
• How are you feeling about your transition options 

since having your transition conference?
• What additional information do you need to 

decide where you would like her to transition?
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Review some informal conversation starters for conversations about transition.




Understanding the Part B Process

23
Thursday, May 29, 
2025 This chart can be found in the C to B Transition Guidance Manual

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
KATIE

The initial evaluation for Part B, the eligibility determination meeting, and the IEP can be especially overwhelming for families since they are interacting with new professionals in an unfamiliar environment.

It is essential that FSCs AND DSPs understand the process so that they can help families prepare.

IFSP team members can and should attend the IEP meeting. You are able to provide valuable insight into the child’s strengths and needs and can also support the caregiver if they need support.




Supporting Hesitant Families
• Transitioning to Part B can be scary for 

families.
• When families decline Part B and reconsider 

later, it can cause a lapse in services.
• The more families understand Part B, the 

more likely they are to explore the option.
• ALL members of the IFSP team should discuss 

the potential benefits of Part B services.

Supporting Transitions to Preschool for Young 
Children with Disabilities
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The timeline for children transitioning to Part B can be tight, especially given all of the steps involved. When families delay any part of the process because they are anxious about the prospect of school, it can cause disruptions in the process if they change their minds down the road.
Entering Part B directly from Part C is the smoothest option for children and prevents a lapse in services. 

All members of the IFSP team must understand the process and ensure that families are fully informed about each step. We always respect a family’s choice not to pursue Part B services, but we want to ensure that they are making an informed decision based on what they want for their child rather than not moving forward simply because they don’t have answers to their questions.

IFSP team members can and should begin talking to families about Part B before the transition conference so that families know what questions to ask. The Supporting Transition to Preschool for Young Children with Disabilities can be a helpful tool. 


http://Parent-Choice-CtoB_InformationalBrochure-FINAL.pdf
http://Parent-Choice-CtoB_InformationalBrochure-FINAL.pdf


Activity: Part C Myths and Facts

Let’s test our knowledge of some common 
myths and facts!
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If the parent signs the Parent B Consent to Evaluate, they are agreeing to receive Part B services MYTH
One benefit of receiving Part B services at 3 years old is to support the child to be more ready for Kindergarten FACT
Having a transition conference with the LEA present means that I am agreeing to Part B services MYTH
If the child is eligible for Part B services, the parent can still decline the IEP meeting FACT
If the parent goes to the IEP meeting, they still have the right to decline Part B services FACT
A child who is enrolled in Part B services cannot also be enrolled in another, non-special education, early childhood program MYTH
All children who qualify for Part B services will be placed in special education classrooms that are only for children with severe disabilities MYTH

The main thing to remember and share with families is that they can stop the process AT ANY POINT!!! When a family is unsure of whether they want to pursue Part B, it is better to move forward with the process and get answers to their questions rather than NOT move forward and have a disruption in services later.




Myth or Fact

Every child enrolled in FIT MUST receive an evaluation 
for Preschool Special Education services, according to 
OSEP Part C requirements.

• MYTH
• The only children who MUST receive a Part B 

evaluation are children who are potentially 
eligible for Part B and whose parents have 
consented to the evaluation.
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Based on the child’s current experiences AND what the family wants to see for the child when they turn three, do the IFSP outcomes provide enough support to prepare the child/family for this?
If yes, do the IFSP strategies need to be updated?
If no, consider adding new IFSP outcomes and strategies

EX: if the child will most likely be going to a group setting but the child has been in a group setting before, what can the IFSP team and the family do to prepare the child?

Consider what is available within the community: Library story time, Play groups, Etc.




Myth or Fact
Families cannot receive a Preschool 
Special Education evaluation if they don’t 
attend the Transition Conference or 
decline the required conference.

• MYTH
• Families may still proceed with C to 

B Transition steps, even if they 
choose not to have a Transition 
Conference
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Based on the child’s current experiences AND what the family wants to see for the child when they turn three, do the IFSP outcomes provide enough support to prepare the child/family for this?
If yes, do the IFSP strategies need to be updated?
If no, consider adding new IFSP outcomes and strategies

EX: if the child will most likely be going to a group setting but the child has been in a group setting before, what can the IFSP team and the family do to prepare the child?

Consider what is available within the community: Library story time, Play groups, Etc.




Myth or Fact
FIT Providers are required, by ECECD policy, 
to adhere to the deadlines listed in the Part 
C to Part B Transition Manual.

• FACT
• Although OSEP does not measure 

states on the steps to get to all parts of 
Indicator C8, FIT requires that 
providers adhere to the transition state 
policy as outlined in the document 
referenced above
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Based on the child’s current experiences AND what the family wants to see for the child when they turn three, do the IFSP outcomes provide enough support to prepare the child/family for this?
If yes, do the IFSP strategies need to be updated?
If no, consider adding new IFSP outcomes and strategies

EX: if the child will most likely be going to a group setting but the child has been in a group setting before, what can the IFSP team and the family do to prepare the child?

Consider what is available within the community: Library story time, Play groups, Etc.




Questions? 
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Contact Us
Lucia Garcia, Preschool Special Education/IDEA Part B Section 619 Coordinator
lucia.garcia@ececd.nm.gov 

505-660-4801

Leah Davidson, FIT Bureau Chief/IDEA Part C Coordinator

leahc.davidson@ececd.nm.gov 

505-470-2933
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